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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 1987 

CORRECTEDCOPY FOR EO, TAGS AN SUBJECT LINE ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, IT EG 

SUBJECT: SADAT'S STOPOVER IN ROME 

1 . MFA JAN. 31 CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT 
SADAT WILL MAKE ROME LAST STOP OF FORTH-COMING TRIP. HE IS 
EXPECTED TO ARRIVE FEB. 13 (DATE MAY SLIP TO FEB. 14) FOR 

BRIEF STOP DURING WHICH HE WOULD PAY COURTESY CALL ON PRESIDENT 
LEONE AND MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS REPORTS, APPARENTLY BASED ON MFA BRIEFING, ITALIANS. 

RECALLING PRESIDENT LEONE'S STATEMENT ON SADAT INITIATIVE 
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LAST NOVEMBER, VIEW HIS DECISION TO COME AS EVIDENCE OF 
EGYPT'S APPRECIATION OF ITALY'S MIDDLE EAST POLICY. 

2. COMMENT: GIVEN GOI SYMPATHY FOR SADAT AND ITALY'S POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC ORIENTATION TOWARD ARAB WORLD (AND DESPITE MFA 
PROTESTATIONS THAT GOI TAKES MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD POSITION IN 
ARAB-ISRAELI QUESTIONS), SADAT WILL BE WARMLY RECEIVED HERE. 
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ITALIANS DEMONSTRATED THEIR SYMPATHY FOR SADAT LAST NOVEMBER 
WHEN, IN DEPARTURE FROM THEIR NORMAL PRACTICE, THEY ISSUED 
POSITIVE STATEMENT ON SADAT INITIATIVE (WITHIN HOURS OF 
REPRESENTATION BY DCM TO FOREIGN MINISTER) WITHOUT WAITING FOR 
EC CONSULATATIONS. GOI IS NOT, OF COURSE, IN POSITION TO DO MUCH 
FOR SADAT, EXCEPT BY CONTINUING SYMPATHETIC POLICY IN EC CONTEXT, 
AND WE ASSUME THAT MAJOR ITEM ON SADAT'S AGENDA IN ROME WILL BE 
MEETING WITH POPE ALTHOUGH AS YET WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ABOUT 
VATICAN APPOINTMENT. GARDNER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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